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Karen Barad
What Is the
Measure of
Nothingness?
[nfinity, Virtuality,
Justice

Nothingness. The void. An absence of mat-
ter. The blank page. Utter silence. No thing, no
thought, no awareness. Complete ontological in-
sensibility.

Shall we utter some words about nothingness?
What is there to say? How to begin? How can
anything be said about nothing without violating
its very nature, perhaps even its conditions of pos-
sibility? Isn’t any utterance about nothingness al-
ways already a performative breach of that which
one means to address? Have we not already said
too much simply in pronouncing its name?

Perhaps we should let the emptiness speak
for itself.
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This essay explores the act of touching as it takes place in physical matter, in theorizing, and in the
productive spaces where the two are indistinguishable. First, the author considers how feminist theory
qoes about touching science and unpacks touch as an act that reveals the self within the other and
the other within the self. The essay then offers a tutorial in quantum field theory to prepare the reader
for an unexpected interlocutor on the topic of touching: the electron. As Barad demonstrates with

descriptions of electrons and how they have troubled physicists to the point of being ‘normalized” and
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Feynman's Preface

These are the lectures in physics that I gave last year and the year before
to the freshman and sophomore classes at Caltech. The lectures are, of course,
not verbatim—they have been edited, sometimes extensively and sometimes less
so. The lectures form only part of the complete course. The whole group of 180
students gathered in a big lecture room twice a week to hear these lectures and
then they broke up into small groups of 15 to 20 students in recitation sections
under the guidance of a teaching assistant. In addition, there was a laboratory
session once a week.
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PARTICLE PATTERN

WAVE PATTERN

https://platosrealm.blog/
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a lid, as indicated in the figure; but if the slit is covered, there is of
course no question of any interference phenomenon, and on the
we shall simply observe a continuous distribution as in the case of the

TMWhW‘nL
the study of phenomena in the account of which we are dealing
with detailed momentum balance, certain parts of the whole device

1

nours § (Barad 2007, 101)
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VIRTUAL
QUANTUM

F16. 1. The fundamental interaction Eq. (4). Exchange of one
quantum between two electrons,

Feynman
Diagram, 1949
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Nothingness
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Political Physics

Quantum Darwinsm

Thomas Everth and Laura Gurney 2022, “Emergent Realities: Diffracting Barad within a quantumrealist
ontology of matter and politics”. European Journal for Philosophy of Science 12(51)
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< Experimente zum EPR—Ko}relation >

Expéeriment Jahr Ubereinstimmung mit QM
Freedman/Clauser 1972 ' Ja
Holt/Pipkin 1972 Nein
Faraci/Gutkowski/Notarrigo/Pennisi 1974 Nein
Kasday/Ul Iman/Wu 1975 Ja
Clauser 1976 Ja
Fry/Thompson 1976 Ja
Wilson 1976 Ja
Lamehi-Rachti/Mittig 1976 Ja
Bruno 1977 Ja
Aspect (dreimal) 1982 Ja
Perrie/Duncan/Beyer/Kleinpoppen 1985 Ja

| FE @philonatu

(Jongduck Choi 1993, S.85)
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